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Project Provides Hope after Hurricane

Although many of us have seen the damage natural events like hurricanes and tornadoes can cause first hand, few of us can relate to the total devastation caused by Hurricane Jeanne in one of the poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere. 

In mid-September, Hurricane Jeanne killed several thousand people in Haiti and destroyed hundreds of homes.  

Haiti’s nearly complete deforestation and inadequate infrastructure made the torrential rains and wind even more devastating to the Haitian people, their homes, livestock and crops. The hurricane struck at harvest time for sorghum and corn, jeopardizing food supplies and damaging or destroying seeds and tools for next season’s planting. 

Long before Hurricane Jeanne struck, World Neighbors had been working with community organizations in Haiti to provide training to help prevent malnutrition and diseases, increase income for women, and to create resources for farmers such as local seed banks, tool banks and a grain storage systems. 

This work is even more important today as the more than 28,000 project participants continue to try to recover from September’s devastating events. 

“In some parts of the country, severe flooding washed away not only crops, but also farm animals,” explained Project Director Cantave Jean-Baptiste. “It’s vital that we work with Haitian organizations to help them avoid such devastation in the future. Education about soil conservation, irrigation and even how to create seed and tool banks is vital to the country’s future.” 

Unlike other organizations that have routinely poured millions of dollars into the country, World Neighbors’ strategy in Haiti is to support local organizations and encourage the ability of local people to do things for themselves. 

